BLACK   SEDGE, Carex nigra (JL) Reichard

397. Black Sedge, Carex nigra (L.) Reichard (X f); a peren-
nial with long stoloniferous shoots, these clothed with fibrous leaf-
sheaths ; leaves few in the lower part of the stem, some as long
as the flowering-stem* nar-
row, closely nerved, tapered
to a line point, the basal
sheath with wide membra-
nous margins; spikelets
containing flowers of 1 sex
only (unisexual) the ter-
minal male (A), the others
female (B, x 0); male
spikelet narrow and slen-
der, about %r\ in. long;
bracts (glumes) (C, X 2)
oblong-elliptic, rounded at \
the top; stamens (D, X 2))
3 ;v female spikelets axillary,
nearly sessile, about $ in.
long in flower, or 1 in. in
fruit; bracts (glumes) nar-
rowly ovate, shorter than
the utricle in fruit (E, X 2);
utricle (F, X 24) broadly
bottle-shaped, shortly
beaked, ribbed lengthwise;
style-arms 2 or occasionally
3; nut (G, X 2) somewhat flattened, beaked; bracts in fruit
black or nearly so (family (Cyperaceae). Male spikelets marked
<J, female ?.

This species is usually called C. goodenowi Gay or C. vulgaris
Fries in British Floras, but C. nigra is the name to be use&
according to the most recent research into the nomenclature,
It is widely distributed in Europe, northern Asia, and in
north-eastern America,

